There’s no way around it: 
Time to postpone Olympics 


No one wants this, but it’s for the good 
of everyone, Nancy Armour writes. In Sports 
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Senate approves emerg 


Bill provides paid leave, 


free testing, food aid 


Ledyard King, Nicholas Wu 
and Christal Hayes 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - A measure to ensure 
paid sick leave for workers and increase 
testing for coronavirus was headed to 
President Donald Trumps desk 
Wednesday after it passed the Senate. 

Now, Congress is crafting its next 
emergency relief package: one that 
would provide direct payments to 
Americans as well as a financial lifeline 


to businesses socked by the coronavirus 
pandemic that is decimating the econo- 
my and upending daily life. 

Senators overwhelmingly supported 
a House bill that covers the cost of all 
coronavirus testing, expands federal 
food programs serving low-income sen- 
iors and needy families, and provides 
paid sick leave for workers forced to stay 
at home. 

The legislation passed 90-8. 


See RELIEF, Page 4A 


Get a grip on this one: 
Pro wrestling without fans 


My beloved TV spectacle going audience-free 
hits like a body slam, Brian Truitt writes. In Life 


Third package would 
send cash to Americans 


How bad could 
a recession be? 


There’s little doubt the 
coronavirus has tipped 
the U.S. into recession. 
Most economists pre- 
dict the downtown will 
last about six months, 
with a gradual recovery 
beginning in the second 
half of the year. 3A 


LUCA BRUNO/AP 


Italy’s 
hospitals 
paint a bleak 
picture 


Overwhelmed doctors 
are being forced to make 
unthinkable choices, 

a scenario that could 
arise in the United States. 
Nation’s Health 


ency relief 


Help for big and small 
businesses also on way 


Highlights of the bill 


Two weeks of paid sick and family leave to many 
American workers who are in quarantine, helping 
a family member with COVID-19 or who have 
children whose schools have closed. 


12 weeks of paid leave to many of those who have 
children whose schools have closed. 


Increased unemployment insurance. 


Free testing for the coronavirus for those 
who need it. 


The global picture: 
What it tells the US 


China’s first days 
of community spread 


/ 
/ 


/ Italy 


America’s coronavirus case trajectory nears a turning point 


Kim Hjelmgaard and Jim Sergent 
USA TODAY 


LONDON - Soon, the United States 
will find out whether it’s likely to be the 
next South Korea or Italy or even China 
when it comes to the acceleration of 
coronavirus cases and deaths. 

A data analysis by USA TODAY finds 
that two weeks after the U.S. first en- 
tered into community transmission on 
March 3, America’s trajectory is trend- 
ing toward Italy’s, where circumstances 
are dire. U.S. officials are sounding the 
alarm, urging Americans to heed what 
federal, state and local officials are ask- 


10,000 cases of COVID-19 - 


ing of them in order to curtail the spread 
and dampen the impact of the virus on 
the U.S. population. 

Although it’s too early to draw con- 
clusions about which countries will ulti- 
mately weather the COVID-19 storm 
best, public health data shows nations 
that are so far faring well at suppressing 
the outbreak have done so through this 
combination: easy access to testing, 
rigorous contact tracing, clear and 
consistent science-based messaging, 
and a commitment to studiously abide 
by quarantines while clamping down on 
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See GLOBAL, Page 4A 


Germany 12,327 
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China makes first report 
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France 9,052 
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1 — Beginning of China’s trend line based on average cases of other countries on day 6. SOURCE Johns Hopkins University of 5 p.m. ET March 18 
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Trump invokes wartime powers in fight 


Courtney Subramanian 
and David Jackson 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - President Donald 
Trump said Wednesday that he was in- 
voking a1950 law known as the Defense 
Production Act to speed the production 
of masks, ventilators and other equip- 
ment vital to helping doctors treat coro- 
navirus patients. 

He also said the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
would suspend foreclosures and evic- 
tions as families grapple with income 
losses stemming from shutdowns of 
workplaces such as department stores, 
restaurants and bars. 

Trump told reporters at a White 
House news conference he planned to 
sign the Korean War-era Defense Pro- 
duction Act to allow him to address a 
shortage of medical supplies by direct- 
ing private companies to expedite the 
production of medical equipment. 

“There’s never been an instance like 
this where no matter what you have it’s 
not enough,” he said. “If we need to use it, 


President Donald Trump said he will 
sign the Korean War-era Defense Pro- 
duction Act to allow him to address a 
shortage of medical supplies. AP 


we will be using it at full speed ahead.” 
The announcement came as the ad- 
ministration scrambles to negotiate a 
roughly trillion dollar deal with Con- 
gress to provide cash relief for Ameri- 
cans and possible bailouts for major in- 
dustries affected by the outbreak. 


See TRUMP, Page 4A 


What is the Defense 
Production Act? 


The act was established in 1950 
during the Korean War following 

war powers legislation used during 
World War II to direct private industry 
to produce weapons, vehicles and 
other materiel for war. 


At that time, automakers in Detroit, 
for instance, shifted production from 
automobiles to tanks. 


The act gives the president a broad 
set of authorities to influence private 
companies for national defense, 
according to the Congressional 
Research Service. 


In 2009, Congress amended the act 
to include domestic preparedness 
and national emergency response 
efforts. 


— Tom Vanden Brook 


